Liz Cousins is a Director of MYA.   Before moving into consultancy in 2002 she led the Adult and Community Learning Service for Nottinghamshire County Council where she developed the service through a period of considerable change and challenge. She represented the region on the national LEFEA Executive Group and was asked by the DfES to join the DfES/LSC advisory group for Adult and community learning.  In 2001 she led the development of the East Midlands Skills for Life Pathfinder Partnership and as a result was asked to join the DfES Consultancy list

Liz has a extensive  understanding of how learning can   make real changes to the lives of individuals and to communities. A trained teacher with extensive experience in further and adult education, she has developed and managed a wide range of projects, managed extensive SRB and ESF contracts and managed transnational projects.  Liz has worked for many years in and with the Voluntary and Community sector 

Her training as a social scientist has allowed Liz to apply research skills in evaluation and in researching and writing about learning and training.

Recent work includes:

· Evaluation of the impact of Bristol’s Supplementary Schools on attainment for Bristol City Council and NRF;  

· Consultant acting as change agent for the development of a new structure and management model. For Nottinghamshire Volunteer Development Agencies

· Supporting Lincoln LSP to develop a new Learning Group to meet its Education Floor targets for Lincoln LSP;

· Qualitative and quantitative evaluation of Learning Ambassador Scheme for Swindon Borough Council 

· Management of region wide project to promote awareness among school governors of LSPs and Neighbourhood Renewal for GOEM

· Researching the current East Midlands Skills for Life workforce and estimating the future need for the Skills for Life Quality Initiative for East Midlands Learning and Skills Council

· Consultant working with the Regional Achievement Project (RAP) and contributing to a Skills for Life Guide for Testbed Learning Communities for NIACE

· Project evaluation of a NDC funded Achievement and Incentives Scheme for City Academy Bristol

· Researching and writing;  ‘Getting the basics right for Neighbourhood Renewal’; for GOEM and East Midlands Skills for Life Strategy Forum

